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Educational Excellence Despite COVID Challenges

Superintendent’s Update

This has certainly been a 
school year like no other. It 

has proven that not even 
a global pandemic can 

stop us from continuing to 
offer meaningful learning 

experiences to our students.

It’s hard to believe it’s March already and that our 
school year will soon be coming to a close. It seems 
like yesterday that we were determining if, how 
and when our students would return to school and 
taking the necessary steps to ensure it happened 
safely. I want to thank our staff, students, parents, 
and the community at-large for making this such a 
tremendous year. Despite the challenges COVID 
presented, we’ve maintained the educational 
excellence that is our heritage. We’ve been in 
the classroom all but seven days. The weather 
this winter offered its own trials, but even then, 
education remained at the forefront. 
I’m happy to report that our teachers and staff 
received the first dose of the COVID vaccine 
February 26 and the second dose March 26. The 
vaccine is just one component to keeping our 
students and staff healthy and safe. It is another 
action step toward a return to normalcy for our 
schools and our community. 
Another way we are keeping our students and 
staff safe is through CPR and AED certification. 
Our entire staff has been certified since 2019. All 
teachers, bus drivers and food service employees 
were recertified in recent weeks. A special thank 
you to Amy Betts, our athletic trainer, who provides 
the training and always goes out of her way to make Buckeye Central 
the best it can be.
On the technology front, we have some exciting news to share. 
In addition to Facebook and Twitter, Buckeye Central is now on 
Instagram! Please follow us on each of these platforms to stay up-to-
date on the many exciting things going on in our district. We’ve also 
been hard at work upgrading the district website. Based on a recent 
survey of parents and students, we are making several enhancements. 
The new site will be released later this year, so stay tuned!
We are also excited for the opening of our STEAM lab, scheduled for 
the week of March 29. It is the most technologically advanced in the 
county and beyond, and will be an amazing opportunity for our students. 

As we prepare the class schedule for next year, 
new classes for the lab are being reviewed and 
considered. The project-based learning that will 
take place in the lab will teach our students high 
level critical thinking skills as they prepare for 
college, the workplace, or the armed services.
In January, Missy McDougal stepped down 
from her role as board member to pursue other 
opportunities. On behalf of our school community, 
I extend a sincere and heartfelt thank you for her 
years of service. She served for nine years with 
seven as president, and her focus was always on 
what’s best for students. We wish her the best in 
her future endeavors. The board selected Mike 
Kalb to fill McDougal’s unexpired term. Kalb has 
served the board previously, and we look forward 
to his knowledge and experience helping the 
district moving forward. 
Looking ahead, excitement is building for our 
end-of-year activities. Our high school graduation 
ceremony is set for May 23, at 2:00 p.m. While it 
won’t be a complete return to normalcy, we are 
confident that this year’s event can return to the 
gymnasium. Overall attendance must be limited 
to 25% based on CDC and the Crawford County 
Health Department guidelines. We will keep our 

students and parents informed as we learn more, but we look forward 
to honoring our 2021 graduates! 
We are also working toward offering an open house for our new 
facilities before the start of the 2021-2022 school year. We are excited 
for our community to tour the preschool and kindergarten center, 
STEAM lab, and conference and office addition. Watch for a save the 
date in the future. 
This has certainly been a school year like no other. It has proven 
that not even a global pandemic can stop us from continuing to 
offer meaningful learning experiences to our students. We couldn’t 
have done it without each and every one of you. Thank you for your 
resiliency and continued support. 

Mark Robinson, Superintendent



Academic Update
Buckeye Central Schools continues to provide a well-rounded education to students. Here are some recent highlights.
In December of 2020, our senior government students completed their end 
of course exams, and the results are in. Just shy of 90% of Buckeye Central 
High School students scored proficient or higher as compared to the state 

The state of Ohio now mandates that all juniors, regardless of whether they are college-bound, take the ACT. To help our students succeed, we hosted our 
first-ever ACT Bootcamp. Students reported that it was beneficial and stayed engaged and focused throughout the day. 

average of 72%. The class average was 715, which places many of our 
students in the advanced category. 
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Anemometer Challenge

Basketball Teams 
             Thrill Fans

Anemometers measure wind speed and direction, 
and are often located at weather stations. Our second 
graders just completed an anemometer challenge as 
part of their science curriculum. 
They built a first prototype, and were then challenged 
to improve their design. They had to diagnose 
problems, tweak their model and retest their product to 
inform their next decision. Students also learned how 
to track their changes and had to complete a diagram 
of their anemometer once completed. 
It was great to see the collaboration of the students, 
who wrapped up the project by sharing with 
classmates what they felt was the biggest contributing 
factor to the success of their anemometer.  

Our middle school basketball teams did not disappoint this 
past winter. Each time they played, they left it all on the floor 
and made us proud. A special congratulations goes to our 7th 
grade boys and 8th grade girls, who made it deep into the 
tournament. Go Bucks and Buckettes!
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Kids Learn How to be Super Students

ESEA National Distinguished School Update
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These are the words of Brandon White, youth speaker, who 
recently talked to kids in grades K-4 about using bravery 

over fear to try things that often make us uncomfortable. He 
encouraged them to use their inner toughness to figure out 

who they are and what they want to become. 
The presentation included student participation, personal 

stories, music and dance. Thank you to our PTO who made 
bringing Brandon to campus possible!

“You don’t need superpowers to be a Super Student, just super choices.”

The Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) was passed as 
part of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
“War on Poverty” and has been the 
most far reaching federal legislation 
affecting education ever passed by 
Congress. 
As part of the ESEA Network’s 
February conference, Buckeye 
Central Middle School was named an 
ESEA National Distinguished School. 
Congratulations to the staff and keep 
up the good work!
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Celebrating 100th Day of School

Third Graders Learn About Natural Resources
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Buckeye Central students recently celebrated the 100th day of school. But no one did 
quite like our kindergarteners! They started the day by popping 100 balloons. Then 
they completed several activities, including studying what 100 centimeters looks like 
on a meter stick and building a 100-centimeter tower with 100 blocks. Kids had a 
blast building and rebuilding their tower as they learned the best way to build a sturdy 
tower while getting the most height from their blocks to reach their goal. 

Third graders recently learned about 
natural resources - what they are, the 
different types and how they impact our 
Earth. 
Abby Ditomassi, a naturalist from the Crawford 
Park District, led the discussion, where students 
identified natural resources and sorted them 
into renewable and non-renewable buckets. 
Ditomassi presented the positives and negatives 
of each resource and used the elementary 
building as a case study. She highlighted the 
fact that geothermal energy is used for heating 
and cooling to make the topic more relevant for 
students. The class also talked about current 
events related to energy and the impact to our 
Earth now and in the future.  
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Kindergarteners Meet Animals
Our kindergarteners recently had a chance to meet 
some animals that aren’t your everyday pets - like 
snakes, spiders and opossums. 
Abby Ditomassi, a naturalist with the Crawford County Park 
District, presented the First Impressions program to introduce 
students to and expand their knowledge of animals. Students 
were shown photos of animals and then asked to rate their 
reaction using pictures of emojis. Then they learned more 
about the animal and had an opportunity to hold or feel the 
animal. They graphed their emoji pictures before and after 
meeting the animals, and as a class, observed how the graph 
changed as students’ feelings toward the animals changed. 

Mrs. Laughbaum’s high school interior design 
students recently took a trip back in time. They visited 

elementary students and read them a story - “I Need My 
Monster.” After the reading, the elementary students were 

asked to draw a detailed picture of a monster and share 
its key personality traits, including favorite color, food, 

activities and what it’s most afraid of. 
The high school students collected the drawings and 
monster statistics before returning to their classroom, 

where they are bringing the monsters to life through the 
interior design principles they have learned throughout 
the year. They plan to share the final product with the 

students who created them.

High School Interior Design Class Visits 
Elementary Students



First Graders Learn About Trees
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STEAM Time for First Graders

Just in time for Earth Day, first grade students recently participated in a hands-on lesson 
on trees. Thank you to Abby Ditomassi from the Crawford County Park District, who shared 
samples of trees to demonstrate the different stages a tree goes through as the seasons change. 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) is an important 
component of a student’s learning experience. First graders at Buckeye Central Elementary 
recently got an introduction to STEAM through various experiments.     
First, they learned about movement by creating ramps that tested their knowledge about 
motion and the way things move. Second, Mrs. Caudill, the school STEAM teacher, 
expanded students’ knowledge of solids, liquids and gasses by breaking crayons into pieces 
and melting them together. Students observed the changes in the properties of the crayons 
as they moved from a solid to a liquid and back to a solid again. Most importantly, they were 
happy to have a new, multicolored crayon to use at the end of the experiment! 



Staff are continuing to participate in professional development 
as well. Last year, their training centered around project-based 
learning as we prepare for the new STEAM lab, which is a core 
component of the improvement plan. 

Over the past year, the district leadership team also developed 
the Buckeye Central Design Process, which establishes 
common vocabulary to help staff and students recognize the 
work that we are doing. 
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Curriculum and Assessment
Buckeye Schools’ goal is continuous improvement so that 
students can lead successful lives beyond high school.
As a result, the district created an improvement plan a few 
years ago that serves as a roadmap for how we hope to 
improve students’ problem-solving skills and their ability to 
apply knowledge across various disciplines. We have made 
great strides in the plan, developing project-based learning 
experiences for students of all ages. 
Some of the progress includes hiring a K-5 STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering Art and Mathematics) teacher, Paige 
Caudill, who works with each K-5 classroom on a weekly basis. 
Additionally, sixth graders now have a quarter each of coding, 
robotics and engineering design. This year, classes were added 
at the seventh and eighth grade levels in design and modeling. 

6th Grade Robotics Elementary STEAM Elementary STEAM

Elementary STEAMMiddle School STEAM

6th Grade Coding

Next year, Buckeye Central is working toward a new class 
offering for high school students called Innovations. This course 
can be an important last stop for students before they move on 
to full-time employment or postsecondary education. 

With the support of our community, we will continue to provide 
innovative educational experiences that make our students 
successful now and in the future. 
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High School 
Sports Update

Girls Basketball  
Congratulations to the girls basketball 
team on bringing home a Conference 
Title, Sectional Title, fifth consecutive 
District Title and advancing to 
Regionals.

Despite the challenges the pandemic has thrown at our high 
school athletes, they have persevered, and we are excited to 
celebrate our seniors’ contributions over the last four years.  

While facing more COVID-related challenges than other 
teams, our wrestlers still found success in the limited meets 
in which they were able to compete. At the N10 tournament, 
six of our wrestlers placed in the top four! Congratulations to 
Mason Brown, who placed first in the 182-pound weight class; 
Kaiden Vaughn, who placed second in the 195 pound class. 
Tyler Mason (106 pounds) and Darren Phillips (120 pounds), 

who each placed third; Kevin Abrantes, who placed fourth in 
the 220-pound class; and Will Laferty, who placed fourth in 
the heavyweight class. Coach Ranker continues to grow the 
program, going from six wrestlers four years ago to 19 this year. 
Last but not least are our cheerleaders, whose enthusiasm and 
school spirit are contagious. 

Girls Basketball:
Kendra Ackerman
Kyleigh Brown
Taylor Ratliff

Cheerleading:
Brooke Sanders
Vivienne Vanderpool

Wrestling:
Kevin Abrantes
Mason Brown
Emily Sparks

Boys Basketball:
Brady Kerschner
Tyler Rose

Congratulations and 
best of luck to our 
senior athletes:

Photo by Gorman Garland, 3gdesignsandphotos.

Boys Basketball
New coach Tom Howell brought a lot 
of experience this year, and the team 
made steady progress throughout 
the season.  
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Preschoolers Learn the Art of Washing Clothes

Join Our Robotics Course and 
         Competive Robotics Team

Mrs. Meyers taught her preschoolers about the different features of clothing, like the 
various fabric types. She also taught them how to sort clothes and properly take care of 
them. To culminate their week of learning, they had the opportunity to see first hand how 
a washing machine works. At the end of rest time, they took their blankets to the laundry 
room, where they discussed the ingredients for washing clothes, e.g., water and soap, 
and the different jobs a washing machine performs. They finished their day by taking 
turns watching their blanket be washed.  
                         Watch out parents! You just might be getting a little help with the laundry.

Students in Mrs. Meyers’ preschool class recently learned an important life 
skill - how to do laundry! 

To meet the 
changing needs 

of the workforce, Buckeye Central 
High School began offering a robotics 

course a few years ago. As part of the 
course, we have a competitive robotics 

team. Participation in the course has 
grown by leaps and bounds, as has the 

success of our robotics team. The robotics 
team recently competed in the Brecksville 

Broadview Heights competition, where 
they came away better positioned to 

compete at the state level.
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Students Studying Sound
Fifth grade students recently improved their understanding of sound through 
hands on activities, including building a sound box and a shoebox stringed 
instrument. 
The goal of the sound box project was to dampen sound. Each group had three tries 
and recorded how their change in materials affected the outcome. The challenge helped 
students practice and perfect the STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Mathematics) design process. 
Then, students learned about music as they strummed their homemade shoebox guitars, 
investigating how the length and width of the string and the amount of tension changes the 
pitch. By the end of the unit, students were playing well-known songs on their instruments.

Junior Achievement 
Career Exploration Event
Students in grades 7 and 8 participated in a Junior 
Achievement Career Exploration event March 10-11.
The event improves students’ knowledge of career options 
and encourages them to develop and work toward goals 
that will help them be successful beyond high school. 

Spring Musical
This year, our high school theater students will 
perform “The Addams Family” March 26-27.
Led by Mark Heydinger, the students have committed 
evening hours and Saturday mornings in recent weeks 
to ensure they provide our community with a quality 
show. Students, as they say, break a leg! And community 
members, get your tickets now!

OUR Mission: To nurture, inspire, and 
empower our students to be resilient lifelong 
learners and successful, contributing 
members of society.
Building a learning community where “BC 
Pride” radiates and “students come FIRST”!



Buckeye Central Baseball  2021
JV will play at oppositie site unless otherwise noted.

03/27/2021     11:00 AM      
03/27/2021     11:00 AM      
03/29/2021     5:00 PM        
03/31/2021     5:00 PM        
04/01/2021     5:00 PM       
04/03/2021     11:00 AM     
04/05/2021     5:00 PM       
04/07/2021     5:00 PM      
04/08/2021     5:00 PM      
04/09/2021     5:00 PM      
04/12/2021     5:00 PM      
04/14/2021     5:00 PM       
04/16/2021     5:00 PM       
04/17/2021     1:00 PM        
04/21/2021     5:00 PM       
04/22/2021     5:00 PM       
04/26/2021     5:00 PM       
04/27/2021     4:30 PM       
04/28/2021     5:00 PM      
04/28/2021     5:00 PM      
04/30/2021     5:00 PM 
04/30/2021     5:00 PM     
05/01/2021     11:00 AM   
05/03/2021      5:00 PM     
05/05/2021      5:00 PM     
05/07/2021      5:00 PM     
05/10/2021      5:00 PM     

A      St. Joe CC - DH (Var)
H      Seneca East - DH (JV)
H      Northmor
H      Colonel Crawford
A      Colonel Crawford
H      South Central - DH (Var)
A      Wynford
H      Wynford
H      Cardington-Lincoln
A      Mohawk
H      Mohawk
H      Seneca East
A      Seneca East
A      Lucas - DH (Var)
A      Port Clinton (JV)
H      Upper Sandusky
A      Upper Sandusky
A      Willard
A      Ridgedale (Var)
H      Lakota (JV)
H      Ridgedale (Var)
A      Lexington (JV)
H      New Riegel - DH (Var)
H      Carey
A      Carey
A      Bucyrus
H      Bucyrus

Date Time OpponentH/A

Buckeye Central Softball  2021
There currently are no JV games scheduled due to low numbers.

Date Time OpponentH/A
03/27/2021     11:00 AM 
03/29/2021     5:00 PM
03/31/2021     5:00 PM
04/01/2021     5:00 PM
04/03/2021     11:00 AM
04/05/2021     5:00 PM
04/07/2021     5:00 PM
04/09/2021     5:00 PM
04/12/2021     5:00 PM
04/14/2021     5:00 PM
04/16/2021     5:00 PM
04/17/2021     11:00 AM
04/22/2021     5:00 PM
04/24/2021     11:00 AM
04/26/2021     5:00 PM
04/28/2021     5:00 PM
04/30/2021     5:00 PM
05/03/2021     5:00 PM
05/05/2021     5:00 PM
05/07/2021     5:00 PM
05/10/2021     5:00 PM

A      Plymouth - DH
H      Northmor
H      Colonel Crawford
A      Colonel Crawford
H      South Central - DH
A      Wynford
H      Wynford
A      Mohawk
H      Mohawk
H      Seneca East
A      Seneca East
A      St. Peter’s - DH
H      Upper Sandusky
A      Crestline
A      Upper Sandusky
A      Ridgedale
H      Ridgedale
H      Carey
A      Carey
A      Bucyrus
H      Bucyrus04/06/2021   

04/13/2021
04/19/2021
04/22/2021
04/27/2021
04/29/2021

4:30 PM   
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:15 PM
4:30 PM
4:00 PM

A
H
A
A
A
A

Ridgedale w/Upper Sandusky
Bucyrus w/Carey
Seneca East w/Colonel Crawford
Bucyrus Invite
Mohawk w/Wynford
Wynford Invite

Buckeye Central Junior High Track  2021
Date Time OpponentH/A

04/05/2021      4:30 PM
04/10/2021      9:00 AM
04/12/2021      4:30 PM
04/16/2021      4:00 PM
04/19/2021      4:30 PM
04/23/2021      4:00 PM
04/26/2021      12:01 AM
05/01/2021      9:00 AM
05/04/2021      4:00 PM
05/07/2021      4:00 PM

A      Ridgedale w/Upper Sandusky
A      Plymouth Invite
H      Bucyrus w/Carey
H      Stache Dash
A      Seneca East w/Colonel Crawford
A      Crawford County Meet
A      Mohawk w/Wynford
A      Hopewell-Loudon
H      BC Invite
A      Bob Valentine

Buckeye Central Varsity Track  2021
Date Time OpponentH/A
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